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iss Lizzie Borden is a girl detective and the most 
remarkable young woman to take on the criminal 
underworld in Victorian New England. Many years 
before her infamous arrest and trial for the mur-

ders of her father and stepmother, she pursued a career as a 
private consulting detective. The Minuscule Monk is a 
comic mystery that paints a portrait of Fall River at the 
height of its splendor and its most infamous citizen at the 
start of her most excellent career.

When a dead body mysteriously appears in the basement of her father’s furniture store, 
Lizzie immediately takes on the case. Accompanied by a truth-telling dog and an 
existential boy detective, she follows a trail of animal suffragists and Civil War 
bushwhackers to the Minuscule Monk, a legendary gunslinger who will bring a punter’s 
pot to anyone who can capture him dead or alive. With such high stakes, everyone has 
a motive for murder, yet everyone seems innocent. Or perhaps, as Lizzie suspects after 
attending a dinner party with non-existent food and meeting a horse that has turned 
into its opposite, none of it is even real.

Richard Behrens is the author of the Lizzie Borden, Girl Detective 
series of mysteries and the co-founder of Nine Muses Books.   He is a 
native New Yorker now living in New England.

Praise for Lizzie Borden, Girl Detective

“A must read for all those intrigued by Fall River history, mystery 
and, of course, Lizzie Borden.”

Michael Martins
Co-Author of Parallel Lives: A Social History of Lizzie A. Borden and Her Fall River

 
“Clever and appealing. Congratulations to Richard Behrens for his 
Victorian creativity and imagination.”

Len Rebello
Author of Lizzie Borden: Past & Present

 
“So much fun, it’s nearly criminal!”

Shelley Dziedzic
Editor of Lizzie Borden: Warps and Wefts
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